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Roman Kroke
Author & llustrator

Kroke has been writing and illustrating stories for
children and adults for about 13 years.

He first studied law in Freiburg/Germany,
Geneva/Switzerland and Berlin/Germany. During
his studies he first specialized in International
Human Rights Law which inter alia involved:
working as a research assistant at the UN Cenire for
Human Rights (Geneva), as a personal assistant to
Prof. David Weissbrodt at the UN Sub-Commission
(Geneval; a photo-documentation for a non-govern-
mental organization during a project against child-
labour in Quetzaltenango/Guatemala. He has held
scholarships from the German Academic Exchange
Service IDAAD) and the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation
with an emphasis on journalistic workshops. During
his studies Kroke also created his first picture
books. After working several years part-time as a
lawyer and researcher at the international law firm
Hogan & Hartson Raue LLF/Berlin and a working
stay in Israel/West Bank, Kroke is now devoted to
his artistic work full-time. Since June 2008 he has
his atelier in Arthouse Tacheles, Berlin.

One main pillar of Kroke's artistic work is the illustration of historic evenis -
with a special emphasis on the SHOAH and the history of BERLIN.

In these areas he is engaged in national and international cooperations
with schools, universities, museums, foundations and TV-productions.






Etty Hillesum (1914-1943)

In 2009, Kroke illustrated the Diaries of the Dutch Jew Etty Hillesum. The illustrations
were part of the documentary movie “The Convoy®, sponsored by the European Com-
mission and the Jewish Foundation of Belgium.

Amongst others the movie was shown.
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+ on AFTA- -tV

* at an international conference orga-

nized by the "Akademia Oswiecimska"
Etty Hlllesum in Krakow/Poland commemorating the
65th anniversary of the liberation of the
concentration camp Auschwitz-Birke-

* on French & Belgian
television
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A book based on the illustrations is also going to be published. Each illustration will be
accompanied by an extract from Etty Hillesum’'s diary as well as an annotation in
which Kroke explains the concept behind the illustration.

Kroke in his atelier in
Arthouse TACHELES,
situated in the former
Jewish Quarter of Berlin
(2009).
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"...) we atill have a0 much to experience
together and so much work to do. And so I
call upon you: stay at your inner post, and
please do not feel sorry or sad for me, there
is no reason to."

3rd of July 1945

-

Annotation by R. Kroke: |- : e L \ SRy

The illustration represents November 30th 1943, the day when, according to a Red Cross report, Etty died in the concentration
camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. Etty compared herself writing the diary with the work of a spider spinning its web. On the one hand, the
illustration shows a spider's web - without the spider, which symbolises Etty's death. On the other hand, the spider's web is
complete. With this | want to express that Etty's work, her diary (= the spider's webl, had been completed on time before her death,
50 that it may serve future generations as a spiritual legacy of her findings.

You may also note a special relationship between the spider’s web and the barbed wire fence, The barbed wire fence, as a means
of keeping the prisoners from escaping, did indeed dominate on the material level - Etty died in Auschwitz. However, the spider's
web as a metaphor for Etty’s diary and findings survived and imposed itself on the spiritual level. The barbed wire fence even served
the spider as a “construction frame” for her web. With this | intend to highlight one of the basic principles of Etty's philosophy: not
trying to avoid the atrocities of her time but looking for direct confrontation in order to be able to dissect them intellectually. This
illustration therefore stands for a certain domination of the spiritual over the material level.
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Fragments of the
RESEARCH WALL,
Arthouse Tacheles,

(2009),
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Exhibkitions 2010

May 2010
Exhibition at the “Culture Fair” of the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation, !%3'“ _‘
Berlin/Germany. STIFTUNG |

March/April 2010

Exhibition ‘Atelier of the 7 Artists”
Minsk/Belarus.

Travel & accommodation sponsored by:

February/March 2010

Exhibition on the occasion of the 20th anniversary
Arthouse Tacheles, Berlin/Germany.

[
I

January 2010

Exhibition “Black & White in Snow” on the occasion of the 65th
EII"II']WEFSEI'}I‘ of the liberation of the concentration camp Ausch-
witz-Birkenau/Poland.

Discussion with Or. Inna Gerasimova, Director of the Museum
of Jewish History and Culture, Minsk/Belarus.
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Upcoming Etty Hillesum Research Centre, Museum of Jewish History

Ghent University, and Culture,

Exhibkitions 2010 Belgium. Minsk/Belarus
T
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Die Bielski Briider (1942-1944)

For 2010, the Bielski Family Foundation (Florida/USA) entrusted Roman Kroke with
illustrating the history of the Jewish Partisan Commander Tuvia Bielski. This true story
is about Tuvia Bielski and his two brothers who decide not to go into the ghettos esta-
blished by the Nazis but to hide in the forests of Belarus in order to organize a partisan
group. They survive the Holocaust and lead what historians believe to be the largest
armed rescue of Jews by Jews. When they are finally liberated in 1944, their commu-
nity numbers more than 1200 people. This historic event received broad international
attention last year through the movie "Defiance”, with Daniel Craig portraying the
Jewish Partisan Commander Tuvia Bielski.

Krokes illustrations will be part of the travelling exhibition "Courage & Compassion’
which is currently hosted by the Florida Holocaust Museum (LSA) and will then visit
museums and schools throughout the country. Kroke will release a book which will
contain the illustrations accompanied by extracts from Tuvia Bielski's memoirs as well
as the testimonies of other contemporary witnesses. This work will also be integrated
into his cooperations with schools & universities.

COMPASSI( -J{:Z:: Mationally presented by: Eank-ufnmerlna*?} '

http://www.courageandcompassionexhibit.com
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We learned of Kroke's specialization in illustrating historic events
through a TV-documentation presenting his artwork on the diaries of
the Dutch Jew Etty Hillesum. We are convinced that Kroke's work will
constitute a valuable contribution to our exposition and its goal to
spread my Grandfather's story showing to others that anyone has the
capability to do whatever they set their mind to. Kroke posesses
strong artistic talent as displayed through his involvement in the docu-
mentary movie on Etty Hillesum sponsored by the European Commis-
sion and the Belgian Foundation for Judaism. His engagement in the
Hillesum-project also reflects his particular sensitiveness towards the
history of the Shoah. During his former law career Kroke also acquired
special competences in profound research. This qualification was of
LEttET ﬂf Suppnr‘h . enhanced importance for us so that the artwork lives up to the

responsibility implied by this particular topic. Finally, we strongly
esteem Kroke's experience in realizing (historic) projects in coopera-
i tion with schools. We are convinced that due to this didactic compe-
tence the annotations to his illustrations will provide valuable starting
points for further discussion. As our traveling exposition particularly
aims at reaching young people, amongst others by visiting schools,
Kroke's artwork could therefore constitute an innovative tool for
teachers to use in history, politics or art class. We believe that
teachers will profit from the fact that, in general, young people
consider illustrations a very motivating medium to approach historic
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: events as comics form part of their daily living environment. (...)

——ra e W &

(extract)

gy,

The Bielski Family Foundation

s——
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i Sincerely, l__ g:::”r: Rennert

P . 4 ! The Bielski Family Foundation
(...) | am the Grandson of Tuvia Bielski. i '. mw ;, BislFALRASHON ok
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Research-Stay in Belarus ®arch/April 2010)

As part of the research for the Bielski-lllustrations,
Kroke travelled for two weeks through Belarus. He
visited the historic sites, interviewed contemporary
witnesses and met with scientific researchers spe-
cializing in the Jewish partisan movement.

Researching historic photos, museum in Novogrudok.

Special thanks to Tamana Vershitskaya, Director of the Museun of History
amnd Regional Stindies in Novogrudok, for ber help in organizing the stay.

. — T P L T n T
EELA[{U&.LM. == LATVIA ! Rt R,
3 e L5 !F":" K ey N g 2y f,
RLETE gy R "“-,* e ‘-"F il H"l‘; o} ¥y 4
3 "'_"l'm-_ﬁ . H.\,‘_-' gt = . l"l"
LITHUANTA | sellg o AT St
T e '--.r-u-___ 2 || Mg b ‘E "
D o r R | "
&M e N PV - S <
RUSSIAN o T B .-Id_"“'" e
= FEBERATION :" R W, ™, .?:f"""::"“ e Lpar, f! Braloagh
- = o .
e f LT Rty , -
i [ hryaibnh ! f ! o § A O P P
e 2T ; .'5' i P iy - / T
e & g Wptes |I'r L i o 3
h"-\. ] "'l.:" |"'il JMadoriia 1 nr'\.J "‘J_,..\_ o
: d—1 o T L) e o & O imiy | e N
TR AN [ sl ; e | | r b 5 ¥
sl " ¢ | .
P s \ i/ e (Camm) 3 L .
At A ™ 1 Foona o ; i ] ey
i e iu i : Fivatesan ) TN Py Kiirvay
|| r ¥ | r 1 fpiricy A | St
N iy i i S T S il g LT ==
ll'l,\ " il . e g et e, s g RRT P
e f I|l._.--'g\-'_'if"'!i..-" [y o b s A, aracy 4
- I‘"“-"'-.-' i {h""ﬂ P I:-II-I I'-l.ll m‘“ﬁ' R:I
, ' o - i
O Metoral capEs _.---"""I Biia | T P———" '. 9
& Ol ceeing __|"- = L T I gl " ol F
Eowr. rllagm & = . -|..=.L~.
LU ] = =urw o Ty PRy 4 L
i PO T e S mt 1 m:.. r| AT Firﬁ . ,..-_..l""_-L" ___.-"I
= il B iy e |'_|.|-\.-.}| p..-,.;_.. "‘"l""!“'& 1
A sl ' — "'"“\.\___.\, X L | it 2
Logorda-y J_.“' .r.""'la—q. - T 5
Faeinad L II..___'.-‘! r N, ¢
o~ L - .
it v T i Ve \‘L_.f-u--xu_ Gamen
. L
B B N ™ e sl s - ',
eI B pe I RAINE
g 2 o e P o i o sy i et

.:t & e e Al rener









RESEARCH WALL

- Photos & testimonies from Belarus, sketches -
Atelier Arthouse Tacheles,

Berlin (May 2010),
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The comic-strip series "BERLIN intim” is devoted to
the history of Berlin. Each of the comic-strips high-
lights a different episode in the diverse history of the
German capital. The journey leads through the
ancient world, medieval times, the times of the
German Emperor, the Weimar Republic, the Third
Reich, divided & unified Germany.

The principle of INTIMACY is one leitmotif in Kroke's
work. In its conventional meaning the term “intimacy”
applies to relationships between people. It describes
a feeling of familiarity and comfort. Intimacy thereby
usually does not emerge from one day to another but
by people sharing stories that create a connection. In
his comic-series "BERLIN intim” Kroke transmits this
principle of intimacy from a person-to-person relation-
ship to a person-to-city relationship. If nowadays the
relationship between a person and their city is cha-

B ETSTLAREN BT PR, CTOCIEN PR TR OO RTUDTALNREL, KR
SOMEETUNGEN. P SEEIETRCE WAED WO FEARZIECANER-PWCRIEN TRsiuoiesy, 1
EETELORDENY TSN Iy DRAOETRON 20 BT, FORDEEA [ ARSINLTE ABRAT SR &

BNESE ZUORDALIG USETE IR
TOHEN KORRIGTERT IRERDEN: Baly
FOTE BT ST TSR
FINE FOTORMOMIAGE AUC DER

A CHERTECEZE) ABENRNES BT
KTAE: DIE SYRBCOCE WUEDE FBST

W SHHE F0GT SO EESORDRDNGT,
DURY EDVEY ERTMSGHEN POMEEL
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eepeee apee waeum Eee ey | [ SECTSE O - 5 racterized, it is often - particularly in large cities like
BEE PR e B | T et i ; A . :
W&T?-ﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂﬁ i.i,ﬂﬁ —g - Berlin - used in the contrary sense: anonymity. The

goal of "BERLIN intim” is to create a more intimate
relationship between the reader and Berlin by sharing
intimate anecdotes of the city. An integral component
of all these strips is therefore that they present some
kind of remainder of the historic events left in today's
Berlin, which can serve as a bridge between the
present and the past.
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Goethe-Gymnasium, Berlin/Germany

On the basis of Kroke's comic-strip-series
“BERLIN intim” students worked in history
class on the topic .Night of Broken Glass,
9th of November 1938, 2008.

Carl-Zeiss Schule, Berlin/Germany

After having been introduced to Kroke's
comic-strip-series ‘BERLIN intim” students
developed in art class their own comic-
strips on the topic .20 Vears Fall of the
Berlin Wall*, 2009,

Yeshiva University HSB, New York/USA
Video-Conference. Kroke held a lecture
about his Shoah-projects on “Efty
Hillesum® and “The Bielski Brothers”,
2010.

University of Bergamo, Italy
Department of Human Sciences/Centre
for Research on the Anthropology and
Epistemology of Complexity.

Kroke held a lecture about one of his
artistic leitmotifs: “The Intimacy of
Walls“, 2009,

YVideo-Conference, Yeshiva University (20

Cooperations with Schools & Universities

University of Bologna,
Italy

Interview with Kroke on
the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of the Fall of
the Berlin Wall, 2009.




Extract from a student’s comic-strip on
the history of the Brandenburg Gate,

Berlin/Germany,
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Upcoming Cooperations:

Goethe-Gymnasium Berlin & Gymnasium
Haganum

In summer 2010 the Goethe-Gymnasium
Berlin/Germany and the Gymnasium
Haganum/Netherlands will start a school-partner-
ship. Kroke will contribute to their student-
exchange program with an artistic workshop in
which students will work on the diaries of the
Dutch Jew Etty Hillesum.

Etty Hillesum Research Centre (EHOC), Ghent
Liniversity, Belgium

UMNVERSITEIT
GERT

Intensification of the
collaboration with the
EHOC: Translation of
Kroke's texts into Dutch
by Prof. Dr. Klaas A. D.
Smelik (Director). Kroke
will also visit the EHOC
and hand over an
edition of his Etty Hil-
lesum-lllustrations  for

| § techadgnen
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the institute.

Gymnasium Haganum, Den Haag (INED?

Goethe-Gymnasium, Berlin (O)
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Belarus - TV

Report about the
exhibition “Atelier of
the 7 Artists”,
Minsk/Belarus, e
2010.

POMAH EPOET

US Travel Channel A
LAndrew Zimmern’s Bizarre World -

Episode Germany”, 2009,
Toronto Star (Canada)

.Using art to break down barriers”
Report by J. Hunter, 2009.

University of Bologna, Italy : v
Interview with Kroke on the occasion \|EHpape Sl (

of the 20th anniversary of the Fall ) . ; o
of the Berlin Wall, 2009. i i e Skl reroctiolae e RO
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“The Convoy”
Documentary movie about
E. Hillesum,

extracts shown on ARTE-TV, peareliylersl P P — S ——————
2009/2010. '_ Bt s e 2%




| | tvberlin

tv.berlin
Kultur Check”,
Report/Interview,

August 2010.

WDR 5 Radio France Internationale (rfi)
.Scala - Aktuelles aus der Kultur®, « Chronique Culture »
Report/Interview by Tini von Poser, r I Report/Interview by Pascal Thibaut,
July 2010. August 2010.

ﬁ%‘;‘;f La Gazette “Ich bin - Je suis - Jestem*

de Berlin Participation in a movie by the Louvranges Broadcast
Bt o8 IST0U 6 105 BROCAES G0ALS, Foman i (BEL) about the commemoration of individuals/events
linked to World War [,
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Gazette de Berlin,

4 Culture = (No. 34),
Report by Sophie Le Ster,
August 2010.




« Sonntag, 4. Juli 2010 - BERLI"ER I
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Kroke illustriert
die Geschichte

S e n der Partisanen- '
Bruder Bielski
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Roman Kroke
Author & lllustrator
Oranienstr. 203

D - 10999 Berlin
Germany

E-Mail . Roman.Kroke@gmx.net
Telephone :  +49 (0)163 48 71 751
Homepage : http://www Roman-Kroke.de

= |llustrations Sponsoring:

“The Bielski Brothers” (see pages 11-19)
Kroke's current illustration project has already been sponsored during the research peniod
Schools & Universities by the Bielski Family Foundation (USA). The project is open to additional sponsors.

= (Cooperations with

All sponsors will be mentioned:

= | ectures
= in connection with the future illustrations as part of the travelling exhibition “Courage

= Video-Conferences & Compassion” which is currently hosted by the Florida Holocaust Museum
(Florida/USA) and will then travel to schools & museums throughout the country;

*= Worksho ps - in all other exhibitions of the Bielski-lllustrations;

- in Kroke's book in progress on the Bielski Brothers which will also be integrated into

A A
Exhibitions his cooperations with schools & universites.
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